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AN APPEAL FOR THE TRUTH. 


The publication, by direction of the Year- 
ly Meeting of Friends held in Philadelphia 
in this year, (1870), of an Epistle to its mem- 
bers regarding Christian doctrine, seems to 
require from those members of that body 
who dissent from its statements, a plain expo- 
sition of their views. We enter upon this 
with no purpose of exciting controversy, but 
with the single object of bearing our testi- 
mony to the Truth, in the love of it. 

The Epistle in an early paragraph states 
that 
‘*It has been held by many of other religious de- 
nominations, and the doctrine, we believe, is now ad- 
vocated by some memb-rs of our religious Society, 
that Christ having perfected the work of reconcili- 
ation and redemption for man, by His sufferings and 
death, therefore a mere belief and trast in Him as 
a Saviour, in His atonement for sia, and His media- 
tion, are all that are nec-ssary to effect cooversion 
and forgiveness, and ensure justification ; his right- 
eousness being imputed to those thus believing 
and trusting. Thus men are taught to believe, if 
they are only willing to make confession of their 
lost state, to accept the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus as set forth in the holy Scriptures, and apply 
it themselves to their own condition, they are sate ; 
they may rest assured that their sins are forgiven 
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them ; that they are justified by the imputed right- 


eousness of Christ, and theirsalvation is seeured.’’ 


The principal object of the Epistle appears 
to be 
‘*to testify against this delusive and dangerous 
opinion, and, in that love which seeks the salvation 
of all, to warn our members against adopting it ;’’ 


and this for the reason that it would follow 
from it 

‘*that men, at any time and in their own will, may 
come to Christ, and adopting the belief that He has 
suffered in their stead, and paid the penalty of their 
sins, they may rest on Him as their substitute ; 
place their hopes of salvation on His atoning sacri- 
fice, and be accepted in Him; though they may 
never have experienced thorough repentance for 
their sins, nor the washing of regeneration through* 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost.’’ 

Now this inferential result is such as no 
honest religious inquirer could accept; and 
hence, if it be correctly stated, it serves to 
condemn the doctrine set forth in the preced- 
ing sentence, as unworthy of reception. 

But a sweeping statement of this kind 
should be susceptible of proof by two meth- 
ods; by the authority of the Holy Scriptures, 
and by the ascertained results. If these be 
found to support it, let it be cheerfully ac- 
cepted and adopted. But if the whole tenor 
of the instructions given by our Lord and 
His apostles be against such a conclusion ; 
and if, further, this inference is not borne out 
by the effects which are found to be produced 
upon the hearts and characters of believers ; 
if it be condemned by the united voice of the 
apostles and teachers of Christian doctrine 
in the Bible, and by the united experience 
of all, in all time, who have in simplicity 
trusted themselves and their interests to the 
atoning mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and 
whose lives have borne evidence to the reali- 
ty of the change wrought in them by faith 
in the blood of Christ,—then it must take its 
place as a misconception and misstatement 
of the principles of the Covenant of Grace. 

Now upon this point, what is the testimony 
of the Scriptures? Of a multitude of pass- 


* Not ‘‘ through” but “‘ and’’ in the original. 
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ages bearing upon it, the following statement 
of the Apostle Paul is one of the most preg- 
nant: “God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them :” that is, God’s purpose of 
reconciling the world unto Himself is being 
accomplished in Christ, and the means or 
method is, “ not imputing their trespasses unto 
them.” There can, of course, be no question 
that the Gospel contains a provision for the 
forgiveness of the sins of men for Christ’s 
sake; the question is, When does this for- 
giveness or justification take effect, or be- 
come availing to relieve the sinner from the 
guilt of past sin? When is this blessedness 
“reckoned” to him? And the answer may 
be given, as in Abraham’s case, “ Not in cir- 
cumcision, but in uncircumcision, and he re- 
ceived the sign of circumcision,” (which is 
the type of holiness,) “a seal of the right- 
eousness of the faith which he had yet being 
uncireumcised.” Can anything be more plain 
than this? Can anything break the force of 
the assertion in another place, that there is 
a salvation of which this is the day ?—an ac- 
cepted time, and that that time is now ? 

To say that the work of sanctification is a 
gradual or progressive one, as is urged in a 
subsequent part of the document, is only to 
bring more force to bear upon the asser- 
tion that the present and free forgiveness of 
sins for Christ’s sake, is the offer of the Gos- 
pel to every one who will believe and accept 
it. “Thy faith hath made thee whole,” is the 
saying of Christ to the woman who but 
touched the hem of His garment, and was 
healed of her long-standing bodily disease. 
“ By grace are ye saved, through faith,” says 
the apostle to the Ephesian Christians, who, it 
is evident from the whole context of the pass- 
age, were not left in doubt of the present 
possession of “all spiritual blessings,” incla- 
ding of course the forgiveness of sins. 

And while we would earnestly urge the 
correlative truth that Christians are to be 
known by their fruits; that that is a vain faith 
which is without works, and that only is 
genuine which is proved to be such by a holy 
life, we yet boldly assert that the full con- 
fidence in the mercy aud goodness of God in 
Jesus Christ to which we are invited by the 
Saviour and His Apostles, the cordial recep- 
tion of the great truth that He was wounded 
for our transgressions and bruised for our 
iniquities, does produce in the human heart 
precisely those effects which the gracious Au- 
thor of the Gospel intended it todo. His word 
does not retarn unto Him void, but accom- 
plishes the work whereto He sends it. What 
the law could not do, God in His mercy ac- 
complishes by the mission of Christ, in whose 
name repentance and remission of sins are 
offered freely to all who will believe. 


There may be, and there has, in fact, often 
been, in dogmatic theology a separation not 
warranted by the truth of Scripture, between 
justification and sanctification, things which 
God has joined together; and the lives of many 
professors of the Christian name show that 
they are far from being possessors of that 
living faith which overcomes the world. But 
what then? Shall the unbelief of men make 
the faith aud promises of God of no effect? 
Nay, rather let God be true, though every man 
be unfaithful and false. 

Let us understand from these failures among 
mere professors how needful is the exhortation 
addressed to the healed and forgiven by the 
Saviour, “Sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
unto thee.” Letus join in the earnest appeal 
to all believers, “Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling.” But 
we must not therefore gainsay or conceal 
the fact that it is to the believers that 
these cautions are addressed, and that 
the hearty reception of the good tidings 
that Christ came to announce, lies at the out- 
set—not at the end nor in the middle—of the 
Christian course. To the unbelieving Jews 
who inquired of Him what work of God they 
might do which would recommend them, 
His answer was to direct them to confidence in 
Himself as the first step to the favor of God. 
“This is the work of God,” said He, “that ye 
believe in Him whom He hath sent.” 

The existence of a counterfeit proves, not the 
worthlessness, but the value of the true coin; 
and he is an unworthy disciple of the Saviour 
who suffers himself to be discouraged, and his 
faith undermined by the discovery that there 
are false professors in the Church, 

“The pure in heart [and they only] shall 
see God.” “ Without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord.” The very end and aim of 
religion then is to open a way by which sinful 
man can become pure. 

The question before us therefore is,—and it 
is a question upon the reply to which hang 
our dearest interests, for time and for eternity, 
—How is this to be accomplished? Two 
answers are given: the one, the reply that is 
made by the natural heart. “ Do right hence- 
forth, and we shall recover the purity which we 
have lost;” the other, in the words of the 
Apostle Peter: “There ane GIVEN unto us 
exceeding great and precious promises, that 
by these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is 
in the world through lust.” Which of these 
two shall we adopt? We appeal to the ex- 
perience of every honest observer of his own 
heart and of the hearts of others, who haye 
made the attempt to bring themselves by 
anxious striving up to the level of conformity 
to the Divine pattern, whether their efforts 
have not proved unavailing? Whether they 
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have not utterly failed in the attempt to force | 
the stream to rise higher than its source? 
Has not their experience been a humiliating 
succession of defeats and failures? No man 
with taking thought can add to his stature 
one cubit, nor make one hair white or black. 
Neither can he, by the most scrupulous 
adherence to the moral law, by watching the 
issues of his heart with the utmost vigilance, 
cleanse it of its natural pollutions, or make 
himself pure in the sight of God. 

But it is the blessed characteristic of the 
new covenant that what unassisted human 
nature can never do, is undertaken by God 
himself, and He accomplishes it by simple 
means and those most appropriate to act upon 
the human heart. “In due time Christ died 
Jor the ungodly,” and through Him repentance 
aud forgiveness of sins are offered to all: and 
amendment of life and true holiness are the 
result in those who believe. “ Having there- 
fore these promises,” we are enabled to “ cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

By the Law came the knowledge of sin, 
but it gives no ability to overcome it; and it 
is only by the more excellent way, the new 
and living way revealed in the Gospel, that 
we receive power to ubey the Law. To those 
who receive Him, and to none else, He gives 
power to become the sonsof God, The Law is 
never abrogated nor made void through faith ; 
nay, it is established, magnified and made 
honorable by the death of Him who fulfilled 
the Law. 

And how wonderful is the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, secing the sinful and 
miserable condition of fallen men, and their 
utter inability to lift themselves from the 
horrible pit into which sin has sunk them, and 
which is discovered to the convicted by the 
light of the Holy Spirit, left the bosom of his 
Father, and humbled Himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross, tasting death for every man. The 
understanding of man, in his own will, is 
indeed unable to comprehend these things, 
which are revealed only by the Spirit of God. 
But we have the best authority for saying 
that the influences of the Holy Spirit are 
never wanting to those who ask for them. 
He is always at hand, always ready to afford 
His necessary aid, and nothing but the hard- 
ness of the human heart prevents our being 
brought by him to the knowledge of Christ. 

Hence it is that, in the Scripture, the 
exhortation to sinners to come to Him, to 
believe on Him, is always present, always 
imperative. True, “ No man cometh unto me, 
except the Father, who hath sent me, draw 
him.” But this drawing, in the sense in 
which we are now speaking, is not wanting toa 
single soul; the responsibility for our salvation 
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is placed upon our own heads, and in our own 
hands. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right in His dealings with His creatures? If 
then convicted sinners “are only willing to 
make confession of their lost state, to accept 
the mercy of God in Jesus Christ as set forth 
in the holy Scriptures, and apply it themselves 
to their own condition,” they may indeed “ rest 
assured that their sins are forgiven them.” 
And in this there is no denial of the 
necessity, nor derogation from the importance 
of that Spiritual aid through which alone men 
are drawn to come unto Christ. “The carnal 
mind is enmity with God,” and cannot obey 
Him, is not attracted by the invitations of 
Christ, and does in fact never come to Him, 
except through this effeetual “drawing,” of the 
Father. The very fact of the confession of 
sin and acceptance of God's mercy in Christ, 
is ample evideace that the man has received 
power from on high... The assurance, “ Thy 
sins are forgiven thee,” and the power to 
“rise up aud walk,” come from the same 
source; and the resulting miracle is its own 
sufficient vindication, 

The experience of “thorough repentance” 
is not wanting in such a case, for it is the 
goodness of God that leads to repentance. 
And He who thus begins the good work is able 
and willing to complete it. He is able to 
keep that which is committed to his charge, 
and He will provide the “ washing of regen- 
eration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 
To suppose otherwise, is to admit that He who 
promises is not able to perform, or that He 
speaks not in good faith when He undertakes 
to deliver us from our Egyptian bondage ; it 
is to limit the Holy One of Israel, and to 
indulge the crowning sin of unbelief. 

Nor does this conflict with the most real 
responsibility on the part of the believer, to 
co-operate with all his might, with the 
gracious Being who thus undertakes the work 
of his redemption. The freedom from con- 
dempation which Christ gives is coupled with 
a warning against a return to sin: “ Neither 
de I condemn thee ; go and sin no more.” 

But our sanctification is also in the fullest 
sense the work of Him “who worketh in us 
both to will and to do of His good pleasure.” 
Our Heavenly Father, who is able to remove 
mountains at once, does nevertheless prefer to 
use means rather than miracies in his dealings 
with men. The space of our believing lives, 
therefore, is filled up with the discipline which 
is intended to effect our entire sanctification. 
“ All things work together for goud to them 
that love Him, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose.” But this fulfilling 
of His promise to those who are the “ called,” 
ought never to conceal from our thoughts 
either the reality or the importance of the 
“call’ itself. The exact moment of time 
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when conversion, or the new birth, takes place,| Him. If the old covenant had been found 
may perhaps not be ascertained; but the/| sufficient —“ faultless” —“ then should no 
change itself is no uncertain or indefinite one. | place have been sought for the second.” 

It is the miracle of grace; the beginning of| The Law, it is said by Paul, was to bring 
a new life; the addition of a new nember| us to Christ, as the slave* who is sent with a 
to the Heavenly Family, over which “ the| child to lead him to school. Shall the slave, 
angels in Heaven rejoice more than over| whose office is but temporary, occupy the 
ninety and nine just persons who need no|teacher’s place, and impose the maxims which 
repentance.” belong to his servile condition upon the free- 

And “he that is washed needeth not save| born child? Such would seem to be the re- 
to wash his feet, but is clean every whit,” | sult of the wish “to receive the Spirit by the 
is the assurance of the Saviour Himself to His| works of the Law,” rather than “ by the 
disciples. hearing of faith.” 

Birth is one thing; growth is another.| On the eleventh page we find a caution 
True it is that birth is sometimes succeeded | against mixing with others in “ religious per- 
by death, or by deformed or stunted growth, | formances,” and the belief is expressed that 
but without birth at the first there is no such| such association has resulted in injury to 
thing as growth; and hence the absolute|many. The implication arising from this, 
importance that aitaches, in the view of the| and from the text quoted in support of it, is 
Saviour and His apostles, to the beginning of| that the Society of Friends is represented 
the Spiritual life. Especially ought those| by the chosen people (Ephraim) under the 
who assume to bé teachers, and should be} old dispensation, and that all others are 
rkilled in “rightly’dividing the word of| “strangers.” We ask inal] candor whetherthis 
truth,” to observé this important distinction, | comports with the spirit in which Paul wrote, 
and by no means to confound things that so| when he upbraided the Corinthian Christians 
essentially differ. with carnality, because they had separated 

Two or three points in the document re-| into parties, and were boasting in other names 
main to be specially noticed. On the fifth|than that of Christ?—or with the tenor of 
and sixth pages occurs the following state-| those other remarkable passages, in which the 
ment regarding the means or process of sal-| Church, of which Christ is the Head, is rep- 
vation : resented as one body, of which all Christians 

“Through the death of Christ a measure of the| are members, each having his appropriate 
Holy Spirit has been purchased for all mankind. | duties and relations, all knit together with 


When, throngh obedience to this Divine gift, any}. . . 1 
one is brought to feel hia sinfulness and to strive to joints and bands, and of which not one can 


retarn to the Father’s house, true repentance being | S4Y to eaother, “I have no need of thee.” 
bronght forth, and the ministration of condemna-|In our Saviour’s last recorded prayer with 
tion rightly borne, through living faith begotten in| His disciples, He asked for them that they 
the soul, he experiences forgiveness of sins that might “all be one.” And the purpose of 


are passed, for the sake of that most satisfactor . co. - “ 
sacrifice made by Christ on Calvary: ‘Whom Goa | this unity is twice clearly stated, “that the 


hath set forth to be a propitiation, through faith in| World may believe that Thou hast sent me.” 
His blood ; to declare His righteousness for the re- | He who insists upon seclusion and separation 
mission of sins that are passed, through the for-/| in our religion, how is he aiding in this pur- 
bearance of God.’” pose of the Saviour? Is he not rather cast- 
The method here described is surely differ-| ing doubt and diseredit upon that mission, 
ent from that which Paul had in mind when| the appointed evidence of which he thus 
(in Rom. ii. 4) he attributes it to the “ good-| makes void? And there is another import- 
ness of God,” not to the obedience of men,|ant quarter in which, upon his own princi- 
that sinners are led to repentance. The ex-| ples, he is failing in the work, which as a ser- 
pression “ministration of condemnation,” | vant he is called upon to do. 
is the same as is used by the Apostle in 2Cor.| If by reason of more spiritual views, or a 
iii. 9, in reference to the former dispensation, deeper experience of true religion, I have an 
called also the “ ministration of death, writ- advantage over my brother, my bounden 
ten and engraved in stones,” and which is| duty is to communicate to him freely of those 
“done away” (v.11) and its place supplied | good things which I have received. To sep- 
by the ministration of the Spirit, or “of| arate from him, therefore, on the plea of his 
gory ;’ which is the Gospel under which we| want of spirituality, is just to defraud him 
ive. hasta acti akaenlcibicilllaninecihsiiitnelatctaie 
To advise the seeker after the way of life,| * The authorized version is here a mistranslation. 
therefore, to return to the “ ministration of | The word rendered ‘‘ school-master”’ has not that 
condemnation,” is to ignore the fact that meaning in the original. It signifies the ‘* child’s 
there is now a more excellent way, even the guide,’’ and the reference is, as stated, to the slave 


op : ; 4 who was sent to lead or conduct a child to school. 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself: and that “there|‘The school-master therefore is none other than 


is now DO condemnation to them. who are in” | Christ Himself. 
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of that help which God has put it into my 
—_ to give him: to lose for myself the 

lessing of imparting; and to withhold from 
my Master the usury of the talents which he 
entrusts to me. And the effect will be in pro- 
portion to the cause. “There is that scatter- 
eth and yet inereaseth ;” while the niggard 
and miser is brought to poverty. 

The great truth that Justification is by Faith 
in Christ, and not by dead works, is an old 
and precious truth—the fresh proclaiming of 
which by Luther was the signal of the Ref- 
ormation, and the foundation of Protestatft 
Christianity. Justification by Faith, says 
Luther, is “the condition of a standing or a 
falling Church.” And the reason of this is 
evident. That which makes the Gospel what 
it is—the good tidings of God to the poor, the 
blind, the captives of Satan of every kind 
and condition—is the proclamation of the 
present and free forgiveness of sin to all that 
believe in Christ. Without this it would 
differ but little in its effects from a religion 
of man’s devising. It is no new thing for 
man to be informed that perfect obedience to 
the moral law, is the great end of human 
life; it is no new thing for one who knows 
that he is a sinner, to attempt to regain the 
position he has lost by his obedience to law 
for the future. But it is a new discovery al- 
ways, to fallen and despairing man, to be in- 


formed that Christ is the end of the Law to 


every one that believeth ; and it is not with- 
out a struggle that he relinquishes his earnest 
efforts to obtain forgiveness and salvation by 
His own obedience. Meanwhile the revela- 
tion of “God’s righteousness for the remis- 
sion of sins that are past” through the blood 
of Christ, is sounded forth through the lips 
of Apostles and Evangelists; and, if she be 
true to her mission, of the Church of Christon 
earth. The Saviour of men came, as the A pos- 
tle John carefully insists, not by water only, 
but by water and blood. His religion contains 
a provision for cleansing from the guilt of 
sins that are past,as well as from the pollution 
of sins present and tocome. The need of 
sanctification is one that appeals to the uni- 
versal conscience of the race; the means of 
both justification and sanctification God has 
chosen to reveal in the Bible, and to promul- 
gate by the witness of His living Church. It 
pleases Him by “ the foolishness of preach- 
ing” (i. e. proclaiming or promulgating) “ to 
save them that believe.” From age to age 
He raises up witnesses to the Truth, who can 
testify that the Gospel of the present forgive- 
ness of sin for Christ’s sake is the power 
which God puts forth for the salvation of 
men. When this witness is clear and distinct, 
and Christians are in earnest in the work to 
which He calls them, then are the churches 


edified and multiplied, and the Lord adds to 
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their number daily such as are saved. But 
when the traditions and additions of men, or 
their want of understanding the tenor of the 
message and its solemn import, have obscured 
the simplicity and marred the directness of 
the Gospel which they preach, then has the 
light become dim ; the workmen such as have 
need to be ashamed, and the church that is 
in such a case, may well heed the awful warn- 
ing addressed to the Church of Ephesus. 
“ Remember from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent and do the first works; or else I 
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
thy candlestick out of his place, except thou 
repent.” 

In strict accordance with the saying of 
Luther quoted above, the body of Christians 
of whose doctrines this document is the au- 
thorized exponent, is a decaying church. In 
no spirit of judgment cr of harshness would 
we call the attention of its members to this 
fact, and invite them to examine in the light 
of the Holy Spirit, and by the evidence of 
common sense, what is their standing in the 
great economy of God’s Providence, as wit- 
nesses for His revealed Truth, entrusted by 
Him with the joyful yet awful responsibility 
of aiding His work in the earth? The laws 
of cause and effect are as much a part of the 
system by which He governs spiritual things, 
as they are of the material universe. If it 
were not so, all attempts to convey truth by 
means of exampleand parable, would be worse 
than futile. The problem is an earnest one, 
worthy of the most serious consideration of 
the members of the Society of Friends, in 
these parts especially. Why are things as 
they are amongst us? Why is this Church 
decreasing in numbers and so poorly fulfilling 
its duties in the conversion of the world to 
Christ? 

I believe the answer of an impartial in- 
quirer will be: The reason is in the doctrines 
which are promulgated. We are a decaying 
church, because we have almost forgotten to 
teach a present Justification by Faith in Christ, 
instead of its being, as it should be, the very 
burden of our message. 


Of those into whose hands these pages will 
fall, there are some whose condemnation and 
rejection of them is a foregone .conclusion, 
They will “ despise” the substance of what has 
been said, and “ wonder” at the presumption 
which puts it forth. It will not be the first 
time in the history of Christ’s church that his 
disciples, even those who were really such, 
have been offended at the thought of his 
readiness to receive and to heal the sin-sick and 
the suffering, They fail to apprehend the Sa- 
viour’s love to sinners, or to see that he is more 
willing to give than we can be to receive. 
There are ‘others, who, like the heathen 
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governor, will care for none of these things, 
and will drive them from their thoughts; 
deliberately neglecting the offer of salvation, 
which is undoubtedly made by our Father in 
Heaven to every one who will receive it, and 
heaping up for themselves, in greater certainty 
with every rejected call, the wrath of Him 
whose justice they defy. 

There is another class to whom the Gospel 
offer is ineffective, because there is coupled 
with it the injunction to obey ; and this is tou 
hard for them. They go away sorrowful, for 
their possessions are great, and they will not 
sacrifice them for Christ. 

But there are others, and we believe they 
are many, who belong to neither of these class- 
es, but who are earnestly seeking, although as 
yet without finding, the way of life. To them 
we offer a few words of living encouragement 
and suggestion ; and we can truly say that we 
do so in a measure of the constraining love of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Let it be remembered then that the Gospel 
which was introduced by God into the world, 
nearly two thousand years ago, was intended 
in good faith by Him who is Truth itself, for 
the salvation and not for the condemnation of 
men. ‘He came not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be 
saved.” It was a new economy, a new system, 


a “new and living way,” a “more excellent 


way” than the former or dispensation of the 
Law. It is applicable to the needs of every 
human soul, and being divine in its origin, it 
is uecessarily sufficient for the purpose for 
which God has appointed it. The one obstacle 
which is recognized as limiting the action, and 
turning aside the gracious purposes of our 
Heavenly Father, is the unbelief of men: 
“Christ could do there no mighty works 
because of their unbelief.” The one condition 
usually required to draw forth the exhibition 
of his power for the healing of bodily disease, 
was Faith in the applicant. 

He who knew the hearts of men better than 
they do themselves, found in the past sins 
even of thieves and publicans and harlots, no 
obstacle to the exercise of His prerogative of 
mercy, if they would but come and take him 
at his word, holding fast by his faithfulness, 
and thus drawing on his infinite power for 
deliverance. 

Now what every sinner needs in order to 
effect that much greater miracle, the healing 
of the hurt of the soul, is just the application 
of the same power, guided by the same love, 
that was effectual for the relief of bodily dis- 
ease. We cannot save ourselves. No acts of 
our own, no long continued effort will avail 
to make us what we ought to be, and what we 
noust become before we can be fit for Heaven. 
But this weakness of ours is as well known to 
God as it is to ourselves. Nay, it is better 
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known to Him than it can be to us; and He 
has provided in the blood of Jesus Christ, an 
ever open fountain in which we may wash 
and be clean; an inexhaustible source of 
power to which we can always apply ; and He 
assures us, in language varied in every form of 
solemn asseveration, that He will receive and 
heal every one that cometh to God by Him, 
Nay, more, in the earnestness with which He 
seeks to impress upon us the reality of those 
things which we are so slow to learn, He con- 
firms his words by an oath, so that those who 
flee for refuge to lay hold upon this hope, may 
have the strong consolation which certainty 
affords. These things are simply paraphrases 
of the Gospel language, which has passed 
through your ears and over your tongues 
times without number, making so little im- 
pression that the very words seem to have 
become slippery with use, and they are to you 
as a tale that is told. The reason is that they 
are not mixed with Faith, in your hearts that 
hear and read them. 

And just at this point many stumble, be- 
cause they have hitherto failed to realize that 
the command to believe God is as binding 
upon them as is the so-called moral law. It 
is enunciated in terms as positive and earn- 
est, and the consequences of disobedence are 
threatened to the unbelieving in the same 
awful language as is the doom of murderers 
and adulterers. As has been before stated, 
all other things possible to be done by the 
sinner to please God are postponed to this 
one. The obedience which He requires is the 
obedience of Faith, and without this it is im- 
possible to please Him. The special sin of 
which the Holy Spirit shall convince the 
world, is the sin of unbelief. And the char- 
acter and proper result of a true belief is 
stated by the Apostle John to be, “ that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life.” Noth- 
ing short of this is the proper effect of a 
genuine, overcoming faith, and with nothing 
less than this should we dare to be satisfied. 
Now the inability to exercise such a faith, 
which is called by men weakness, is called 
by God, sin. As sin, therefore, it must either 
be judged and punished, or repented of and 
forgiven ; and if the latter, it must be re- 
nounced as any other sin is renounced. 

Now, whoever thou art whose sinful weak- 
ness is thus described,—a state from which 
nothing thou canst do in the way of good 
works or of self dedication can rescue thee, 
—the door of salvation is open to thee through 
simple confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And why shouldst thou not confide in Him? 
Do not Hislifeand His words give thee the best 
possible assurance that He is such an one as 
may be trusted, even with the concerns of 
thy soul? If not, whom else wilt thou trust ? 
For thee there are two courses open : the one, 
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to continue thy own unaided efforts, which 
must end in thy eternal ruin; the other to 
give thyself up, no longer doubting, into the 
hands of Him who has opened for thee a 
door which no man can shut. 

Hitherto, in the folly of thy natural heart, 
thou hast been taking thy diffidence for vir- 
tue; thou hast thought it presumption in such 
an one as thou to take to thyself the message 
of His love; thou hast said to thyself, I am 
unworthy—my place is to wait until He calls 


me; and when He calls me by the power of 


His Holy Spirit, I will then enter in and ffnd 
rest. Ah! weary soul! Dost thou expect a 
louder call, a more distinct utterance of His 
will concerning thee than thou hast already 
had? Has not the Father been “ drawing” 
thee—the voice of the Shepherd been calling 
thee long? The faintest aspiration of desire 
to arise and return to thy Father’s house is 
begotten by Himself, for it can have no other 
origin. The thoughts of thy natural heart 
are only evil continually. What folly then 
to wait yet longer for its testimony before 
thou wilt credit the assurance of Him who 
cannot lie! For, say what we will, to this 
point does thy course tend; thou art putting 


off Faith until thou canst feel; thou art pre- | 


ferring to direet thy gaze inward to that dark 


heart of thine, which is, as thou very well | 
knowest, accessible to the influences of the | 


evil one, for evidence of what God has chosen 
to reveal in another way. 
heart can give thee ample evidence of its 


ewn corruption, which will condemn thee ; | 


but that which will save thee, if thou art 
saved at all, is the love of God, with which 
thou art as yet unacquainted, 


ing of the wise man. 

God has never told thee to wait for the seal 
of the Spirit before thou wilt give heed to 
His gracious assurances. 

His promise is to give the Holy Spirit, a 


seal of confirmation to those who believe. | 


Let not then the sin of unbelief linger in thy 
heart. Accept the gracious declaration which 
He makes, that He will receive and heal even 
thee; for if the Gospel be meant for the sal- 
vation of sinners, thou art a sinner and thou 
mayest be saved. 

Let not conscience, nor thy own doubts, 
nor the doubts of others, keep thee back from 
pressing through the crowd that surrounds 
his feet, to touch the hem of His garment. 
Pour forth thy prayers in the one availing 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ; ask for the 


gift of the Holy Spirit, and thou shalt receive | 


power to “ take the cup of salvation, and call 
on the name of the Lord.” 
Thou art the man; and it is to thee that the 
word of this salvation is sent. 
Wa. S. Hinves. 


Thy unrenewed | 


“He that | 
trusteth in his own heart is a fool,” is the say-| 
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For Friends’ Review, 
COTTON MATHER AND WILLIAM PENN. 


My dear friend Wm, J. Allinson :—While 
the respectability of the name given as a 
guarantee of the genuineness of the alleged 
letter from Cotton Mather, published in the 
Review of the 11th inst., amply warranted its 
bees. treated as genuine, 1 have no doubt, 
| from the internal evidence, that thy first sus- 
|picion “that it might be a canard” was a 
|correct one. This audacious forgery ascribes 
'to the General Court of Massachusetts a de- 
| liberate attempt to commit piracy on the high 
seas! It charges that body, further, with the 
| design to kidnap and sell into slavery a num- 
| ber of Englishmen, their fellow subjects, who 
‘could not be charged with having violated 
| any of their laws! He little understands the 
character of those Puritan colonists, who can 
‘for a moment look upon either of these 
| charges as even possibly true. 
| J grant the enormity of the cruel and 
bloody persecution of the Quakers by the 
| Puritans in New England ; but between the 
atrocities they actually committed, and those 
‘charged against them in this forged letter, 
there is this very important difference: that 
in the one case they proceeded in strict ac- 
‘cordance with their laws against heresy, and 
verily thought that they were doing God ser- 
vice; in the other they would have conscious- 
\ly violated the laws both of God and man, 
The laws against supposed heretics which 
they executed were not more severe than 
those which then existed in every other coun- 
|try in the civilized world, Protestant as well 
'as Papal. Their woeful delusion in regard 
to the character of the doctrines of the Quak- 
ers was shared not only by the priests and 
prelates of the Establishment in the mother 
country, but also by such otherwise enlight- 
‘ened members of the catholic Church of 
| Christ as John Bunyan and Richard Baxter. 
But even in that age, Massachusetts and all 
the other civilized communities in the world 
would have cried out with horror at such a 
'deed of piracy and kidnapping as that here 
‘charged. Its perpetration, moreover, would 
| be in direct violation of the laws of England, 
and could hardly fail to bring down swift 
retribution even from a king so pusillanimous 
as Charles II. The Puritans would not be 
such fools as to commit it; still less would 
they be such knaves. 

The luscious allusion to rum and sugar, and 
‘to the prospect of making great gain, while 
| quite in the spirit of the ordinary calumnia- 
tors of the Puritans, and worthy both of their 
principles and of their tastes, is wholly alien 
to the character of the Puritans themselves, 
and sufficient, alone, to prove the letter a 
clumsy fabrication. ‘‘ There bee a ship,” “ye 
chief seamp,” and “ the coast of Codde,” may 
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be mentioned as among the expressions which 
it is hardly possible that Cotton Mather should 
have used. The intrinsic weakness of all 
falsehood has seldom been more manifest than 
in the examination of this at first sight spe- 
cious fiction. 

While anxious, in the interest of truth and 
of sound historical judgment, to refute a cal- 
umpy, I may say that I fully coincide with 
thy opinion in regard to the great superiority 
of the type of Christianity exemplified by 
the Quaker Penn, over that presented in the 
Puritan Mather. Very truly thy friend, 

Tuomas CHase. 

P. 8. I had already written thus far, when 
my attention was directed to the following 
paragraph from the “ Boston Transcript,” 
which disposes of the forgery forever. (The 
slander, it appears, has been circulated widely 
in newspapers in the West.) 

“ Western readers can hardly be expected 
to know that “ Mr. Judkins” and “the late 
Robert Greenleaf” have never been heard of 
in these parts; that no such incident occurred 
at the Massachusetts Historical Society ; that 
the Massachusetts Colony did not maintain a 
navy ; that Cotton Mather was only nineteen 
years old in Sept., 1681; never persecuted the 
Quakers, and never w rote or spelt like a 
blockhead; and that the entire paper is the 
most wretched and stupid hoax that ever es- 
caped being strangled at its birth.” 

These statements are made by Wm. Fred- 
erick Poole, whom I know to be a gentleman 
of the highest respectability and of the best 
opportunities of information. T. C. 

[In justice to E. Penington, Jr., whose name was 
ewployed to give currency to the letter which we 
should otherwise have passed by as a *‘ canard,” 


we extract the following from a note received by us 
from him: 

**T cut said letter from American and Republican 
of West Chester, and with strong doubts respecting 
its authenticity, sent a copy to Dr. Shelton Macken- 
zie of the Press, not thinking he would pubiish my 
name with it.”’ 

We freely admit the above refutation of a libel 
quoted by us iv good faith, **to point a moral’’ which 
we have no occasion to retract.—Ed. Review. ] 


FRI ENDS’ REVIEW. 


"PHILADELPHIA, SE VENTH MONTH 2, 1870. 


- Loxpox GeneraL Epistie FOR . 1870.— 
“ How forcible are right words,” exclaimed 
the patriarch of Uz. The writer of Proverbs 
compares the exquisiteness of a word fitly 
spoken, to golden hued oranges in baskets of 
silver. The simile applies to language writ- 
ten so under the qualifying power of the 
Holy Ghost as to be truly the voice of the 
Spirit to the Church and to the Churches. 
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The paper before us, (for an early copy of 
which we are indebted to our dear Friend J. 
B. Braithwaite,) is fraught with precious words 
which we pray may sink into the reader’s 
heart, and that in the perusal or the hearing, 
as in the writing, the Holy Spirit may attend 
with His blessing, and that those who receive 
the message may perceive in each paragraph 
that “ His Name is as ointment poured forth.” 
Let it be read in the family and the coterie, 
and handed to thoughtful wayfarers who can 
approve the things that are excellent ; and it 
might be profitably read as was formerly 
done, at the close of First-day morning meet- 
ings for worship. Suppress it not, “for a 
blessing is in it.” 
We notice with gratification the endorse- 
ment of First-day school and other Christian 
work, and the words in connection : 


‘* We believe that the Lord of the harvest marks 
the efforts of the humble, patient laborers with an 
approving eye. May all remember that the work is 
not theirs, but His. As it is performed in depend- 
ance on Him for strength and guidance, His blessing 
will be known. And ‘let not labor, even of this 
description, in any wise interfere with communion 
with God, so essential to the growth aud maturing 
of the fruits of the Spirit.’’ 

rap litlibiea-eones 

Tue FusTHER Proceepixes or Loxpon axyp New 
Eyotanp YRaRLy MEETINGS, and various matters of 
interest prepared for this number, are crowded out 
by press of matter. This must be our apology to a 
number of correspondents. 

plpcsiegnieai pe acpi 
NEW YORK YEARLY MEETING, 
(Voucludei from page 657 ) 

The consideration of the state of Society as 
brought into view by the answers to the que- 
ries, induced much searching of heart and ex- 
ercise for the prosperity of the Church and 
the true well-being of its members, which was 
embodied in the following minute : 


While reading the answers to the Queries, we have 
been led carefully to consider our many deficiencies, 
yet permitted to rejoice in many blessings. 

We have been reminded of the duty of closet 
prayer, the individual wrestling of the soul for a 
blessing. As tiis is sought, and engaged in under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, we believe that 
vocal prayer will more and more be heard in our 
midst, a livingly baptized ministry will be known, 
believers will be strengthened ard the Church built 
up. The Gospel should be preached as a whole: 
what God hath joined together Jet no man put 
asunder. Do not separate the inward exercise from 
the outward offering of our blessed Saviour upon 
Calvary. By and through that offering of the Sa- 
viour come all ourspiritual blessings. ‘‘If we walk 
in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin.’’ 

Many deficiencies are mentioned in the attend- 
ance of our mid-week meetings. Is it because we 
love the world more than we love our Heavenly 
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Father? Do we shrink from a sacrifice of temporal | over the moral character of those employed on your 
things, forgetting that the oil and the wine are His, | farms and in your workshops, and see to it that 
and He giveth them as He will? Our mid-week | they do not taint with impure and unholy words the 
meetings are peculiarly home meetings. Friends | hearts of your children. 

should gather in them as members of one familv, The best men love their Bibles best. We should be 
united in one heart, baptized with one Spirit. We/| faithful in the private reading of the Holy Scrip- 
should not turn abruptly from the busy scenes of life | tures, but should also be especially carefnl to read 
and go with hearts full of care and anxiety, but | them in our families ; not in lifeless formality, as if 
seek to prepire our minds beforehand, that in the| it were a burthenzome task, but prayerfully, wait- 
stillness of all flesh we may wait to hear the Lord. | ing upon God fora blessing. We should open the 
We cannot be too watchful, too reverent in waiting. | Bible as the book which contains the message of our 










































Be faithful in all our meetings. Go in the love 
of Christ, and God will bless you, and the Charch 
rejoice. Go prayerfully, at the hour, quietly. Let 
each one upon takivg hia seat be concerned to ask 
a blessing upon the meeting collectively as well as 
individually. If we are rightly engaged at the open- 
ing of the meeting, the weightivess will be felt, and 
there will be little fear of disorderly conduct. There 
is great power in silent preaching. 


Make it easy for the children and for those in your, 


employment to attend meetings; give them time to 
get ready ; let them know that you are io earnest. 
Visit those whose absence is noted ; let them feel that 
you love them, that you thought of them in meet- 
ing, and that they shared your prayers. If needful, 
help to remove any obstacles which may be in their 
way. Many are poor, their time necessarily more 
or less controlled by others; be very charitable 
towards these. When it is practicabie, let the hours 
of meeting be adapted to their necessities, but at 
any rate let them feel that they have your sympa- 
thy and consideration. Love is the great charac- 
teristic of the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 
in God and God in him.’? We should make thor- 
ough examination of ourselves and fill up our whole 
duty towards our brethren. 
error, and if we feel ourselves aggrieved by others, 
let us remember the long suffering patience of the 
Lord our God towards us, and seek for a reconcilia- 
tion in meekness. What are my brother’s wrongs 
against me compared to the magnitude of my trans- 


| been separated from us, and who yet do not find 
— elsewhere, was f-elingly alluded to, and the 


Heavenly Father, the words of Jesus Christ our only 
Saviour. Little chiliren soon become interested in 
religious reading, if the subject and connection are 
explained to them. Weshould be able to tell them 
of the time and circumstances under which the 
chapter was written and ask them occasionally what 
they remember of its details. 
The writings of early Friends were commended to 
us in this connection, as showing how earnest they 
; were in their day in Gospel labor, how wise in Gos- 
| pel truth, how zealons in the study of the same 
blessed Book of Holy Scripture. 
Ye have the poor with you always, and whenso- 
| ever ye will, ye may do them good. We should be 
helpful to those around us, especially as regards the 
| education of their children ; timely attention to this 
point was specially dweit upon. The great danger 
| of making endorsements was revived, and we were 
| cautioned against the snare of hastening to be rich. 
| We were again counseled to pursue such temporal 
| business only as we are acquainted with, and to 
keep it within reasonable limits. 


In the administration of the discipline we should 


| exercise great charity, dwelling in the healing, re- 
| storing love which seeks the best interests of the in- 
dividual and of the Churcb, that we may be as 


We are all liable to! members of the same body, having the same love, 


avd acknowledging one Head. 


The condition of those who in past years have 


earnest desire expressed, that some method might 


gressions against my Heavenly Father? Remember | be devised to extend to them a helping hand and an 
that, ‘* Blessed are the peace makers, for they shall | expression of our loving sympathy. 


be called the children of God,”’ 


The several sessions of the Yearly Meeting de- 


Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your | voted to this exercise have been favored seasons. 


mouth. Tale bearing is a sin fruitful of evil. The 
slanderer was cut off by the law of Moses, and we 
are to be especially carefal not to speak disrespect- 
fully of individuals or of society, lest we bring into 
disrepute that which has its foundation in the 
Lord. 

Parents are the appointed guardians of their chil- 
dreu, and should ask God for ability to impart to 
their tender charge the living truths of the Gospel, 
that they may be built upon them, and be able to 
stand when brought into contact with the world. 


The eye affects the heart. In olden time Isaiah 
denounced the mincing vanity which covered with 
the pride of dress the haughtiness of wicked hearts, 
and the Apostle contrasts the putting on of outward 
apparel with the spiritual ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit. Let every tender mind be careful in 
little things. A scraple lays lightly in the scales of 
the world, but it may weigh heavily in the ba!ance 
of the sanctuary. 
all formality, we should be Scripturally simple. Be 
not ashame of tie Gospel of Curist im the applica- 
tion of its principles, yet carefully abstain from add- 
mg to its precepts. 

The reading of pernicious books and periodicals 
Was especially denounced, and the. attention of 
Friends called to the danger from corrupt conversa- 
tion to which so many are exposed. Be watchful 





| 


While we should abstain from | 


We gratefully acknowledge the overshadowing in- 
fluence of our Father’s care, and that He whom we 
desire to love and serve has graciously been present 
with us. 


The Trustees of the Murray Fund made 
their annual report—and in view of the wise 
beneficence of this important charity, we ex- 
tract the statement of their expenditures dur- 


ing the past year. 


They have expended as follows: 
For books, paper, priating, binding, etc. $1,479.82 
** the relief of numerous poor families 
and individnals, through their Com- 





mittee on Charity and otherwise....... 476.68 

| Towards the erection or purchase of a 

Building for the accom modation of 
Friends’ Mission School, New York 1,000.00 

| For the Freedmen through the Represeu- 
tative Meeting’s Committee ........ 500.00 

** the Freedmen for the purchase of land, 

to be re-sold to them.at cost price in 
Binal PlotS.......00 --ceeseee -ceecsees sree 500.00 

To the Bultimore Association to advise and 
assist Friendsinthe Southe:n States 200.00 

‘* ** Mother’s Meeting counected with 
Friends’ Mission School, New York 75.00 
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‘* Brooklyn Home for Colored Desti- 
tute Children 

New York Tract Association of 
OER tnatinind itucecaniinnitttlansbins 
Blackwell Female Hospital.......... 
Home in West Fourth Street 

Four Mission Schools in New York 
and Brooklyn conducted by Friends, 
each $50 

Wilson Industrial School for Girls 
Sewing School connected with 
Friends’ Mission School, N. Y. 
Samaritan Home for Aged 

Sewing Society in Rahway engaged 
in making up garments forthe Poor 
** Female Prison Association. 

which, with the balance ou hand of 


. 50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 


200 00 
25.00 


25 00 
25.00 


25.00 
15 00 
934.00 


makes the above total of $5,680.50 
In addition tu the above there has been received for 
interest on the ‘‘ Sands Fund’’ 


and there was a balance of this Fand 
on hand last year of 


se 


$648.04 

There has been expended during the year in accord- 

ance with the will of the donor 265.00 and a bal- 

ance now remaina on hand of 383.64—$648.64-- 

all of which balance will probably be appropriated 
during the present month. 

The Seamen's Friend Society has during the past 
year farnished over 2000 libraries to vessels sailing 
from New York and other Atlantic ports. Through 
the co-operation of this Soviety, the Trustees have 
placed copies of the ‘* Power of Religion’? in many 
of these libraries, where they will be read and re- 
read by sailors during their long voyages, and it 
is hoped will be blessed to many of them. A larger 
number than ever before of this work and ‘‘ Dymond 
on War’’ have been sold at a very low price, as an 
effective mode of promoting their distribution ; and 
donations have been made of these and other works 
to the libraries of various educational institutions 
of our country. Of the amount expended in phy- 
sical relief, about one bundred dollars were dis- 
bursed by one of the Trustees personally among the 
destitute and suffering Freedmen in Norta Carolina 
last winter. 

Five hundred dollara were also contributed to- 
wards a fund of $5,000, with which desirable tracts 
of land were purchased at the South, and which are 
now being re-sold to the Freedmen in small parcels 
at cost, on easy terms—tlius assisting them in pro- 
curing homes of their own, and stimulating them to 
habits of economy and forethought. 

The Friends’ Mission School of this city has lately 
been deprived of the acommodations for mauy years 
past rented by them. Their Children’s Meetings, 
Meetings for adults, Sewing School and Mothers’ 
Meetings have therefore necessarily been suspended. 
and only the Sabbath School sustained in temporary 
and very inadequate quarters. The importance of 
securing more permanent accommodations has thus 
been shown to be imperative. The Trustees have 
therefore deemed it right to contribute one thousand 
dollars towards a fund of $10,000 for this purpose— 
it being impossible to estimate the influence for good 
of a mission of this kind in bringing to bear upon 
the hearts and lives of an otherwise neglected class 
of the community, the Gospel of the grace of God. 


Reports were received from the Educational 
Fund, and from the committee having charge 
of Friends’ Academy at Union Springs. The 
school had been self-sustaining during the 
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past year, and the proficiency of the scholars 
satisfactory. An appropriation was made of 
$2500 for repairs, books and apparatus, and 
the Committee were authorized, should it ap- 
pear to be for the benefit of the school, to 
lease the buildings and appurtenances to some 
properly qualified Friend, for the purpose of 
a boarding school, to be conducted under the 
general snpervision of the Yearly Meeting’s 
Committee. 

The report upon the efforts of New York 
Yearly Meeting in behalf of the Freedmen 
in Virginia, showed that there are in that 
State 200,000 colored children of a suitable 
age to go to school, only 25,000 of whom have 
been reached by this Yearly Meeting. The 
sum of $5,000 was deemed necessary for the 
present year. Voluntary pledges were re- 
ceived of $3,382, and the deficiency of $1,618 
was directed to be raised by the Quarterly 
Meetings. 

‘Th: committee appointed last year to visit 
all the subordinate meetings on the subject of 
First-day schools, made report, and in har- 
mony therewith the Representative Meeting 
offered an opinion favorable to the adoption 


| of the First-day School and the Tract organiza- 


tions. The following plan of organization 
was adopted for the First-day School, and a 
similar one for the Tract concern. 


Plan of organization for the First day Scheol Concern. 


Ist. The Yearly Meeting to appoint a Committee 
of men and women Friends on First day Schools for 
Scriptural instruction, which shall organize, and 
hold a public meeting once in each year, during 
the week of the Yearly Meeting, and make a full re- 
port to that Meeting. 

21. The Yearly Meeting to direct the Monthly 
Meetings to appoint Committees consisting of one or 
two men and women Friends from each Preparative 
Meeting, whose duty it shall be, as way may open, 
to organize, and exercise a general supervision over 
all Friends’ First-day Schools within their limits ; 
and to make a full report annually to the Central 
Comwittee. 


The Peace Committee made a report in- 
cluding the following interesting report of the 
Ex. Com. of the Peace Assoc. of Friends in 
America. 


Thira Annual Report of the Executive Committee of 
the Peace Association of Friends in America. 


To the Yearly Meeting: 


Dear Friends :—There has been no Meeting of the 
Executive Committee since our Meeting in New 
York at the time of your last Yearly Meeting. 

It was then concluded for the Committee to meet 
important business once a year, unless should ren- 
der more frequent meetings necessary. A meet- 
ing will probably be Leld some time tivis Fall. The 
work has been mainly in the hands of the Presi- 
dent, Secretary and Treasurer ; other members hav- 
ing been consulted when occasion seemed to require. 

Since last report we have had the following docu- 
ments stereotyped, viz. : 

Whelpley’s Letters to Gov. Strong, of 186 pages. 
Churches of Christendom responsible for the continu- 
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ance of war, by Thomas Chase, M. A., of 16 pages. | wrong.” 


A Bloody Record, by John Ashworth in Palestine, 
of 1 page. 

As a knowledge of our Association spreads through 
the land, the demand for our publications increases. 


Large numbers of orders have been received and 
filled for tracts to read and circulate by persons out- 
side of the Society of Friends, since our last report. 

1,194, 880 pages of Peace matter has been sent out 
from this office ; more than one hundred thousand 
of which were illustrated tracts for children. 

Some of these tracts have been purchased from 
the American Peace Society of Boston, and some 
from the New York Tr:ct Association of Friends; 
but most of them have been our own pnblicatfons. 


Feeling that ministers of the Gospel of all de- 


nominatic ns; need to be more fully informed on the | 
subject, au arrangement was made last autumn with | 


Amasa Lord, Western Secretary of the American 
Peace Society, by which it was agreed that our As- 
sociation should supply the ministers in the States 
of Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, New 
Jersey, and all the Southern States except Missouri. 
The American Peace Society to supply those in all 
the other States. There are in the territory assigned 
to us probably not Jess than 30,000 ministers. We 
have obtained the names and address of large num- 








All our agents make it a point, when in 
a place, to call upon ministers, editors and other 
prominent persons, and press upon them the im- 
portance of giving more attention to this subject, 
and often with good results. 

A great mavy commendatory notices have ap- 
peared in the local papers where they have spoken. 


Ww. G. Hubbard, who was formerly an agent of 
the American Peace Society, entered upon his duties 
as our agent on the 3d of Ninth month last, and has 
been actively at work ever since. He has delivered 
ten lectures in Iowa, twenty-two in Indiana, thirty- 
twé in Ohio, nine in New York, and ten in other 
places. Fifteen of these lectures have teen in or 
near colleges. He reports that some of his most 
deeply interested audiences have been among the 
students of colleges, who seem glad to get informa- 
tion and disposed to investigate the subject. Sev- 
eral college libraries have been supplied with Peace 
books, all of which have been thankfully received. 


He has also put in circulation a large number 
(about 250,000 pages) of tracts, and sold several vol- 
umes of books, and received considerable money by 
donation from those who were willing to give in aid 
of the work. 

He has had some twenty-five or thirty articles on 
Peace published in religions and secular newspapers, 


bers of them, and are supplying them as rapidly as | scattered through the country from Boston to lowa. 


possible. 


We send to each ove about 200 pages of | Many persons who have read those articles in the 


selected matter. This number will pass through the papers have written to us desiring tracts and docu- 


mail for two cents. Thus far we have supplied 333 
Congregatioual mivisters, 430 Baptist ministers in 
Ohio, 354 Baptist ministers in Indiana, 252 Protest- 
ant Methodist ministers, 143 Freewill Baptist min- 
isters, and 54 Unitarian Congregational ministers, 
in all, 1,566. We sheuld have been much further 
along with this work, but have been delayed by not 
getting prioting done as fast as ordered. 

Large numbers of ministers were supplied in a 
miscellaneous way before this arrangement was en- 
tered into, 

A number of ministers have written to the Secre- 
tary acknowledging the reception of the documents, 
and expressing their hearty approval of the object 
of our Association ; their sympathy with the cause 
of Peace ; and some have expressed a willingness to 
work for the same, an! requested tracts to circulate 
among their members. We have heard of several 
instances where the minds of persons have been 
changed by reading our publications. 

Deeply sensible that a living speaker is a powerful 
agent for arousing and correcting public sentiment, 
we have employed R. W. Douglas of Wilmington, 
Ohio, and W. G. Hubbard of New Vienna, Ohio, as 
traveling agents and lecturers. R. W. D. entered 
upon his duties on the 15th of Tenth mo. last, but 
owing to sickness and death in his family, and 
other causes, has only been in the field a part of the 
time. 

He has delivered eleven lectures in Ohio, fifteen 
in Indiana, two in Maryland, three in Virginia, one 
in New York, and eight in North Carolina ; one of 
which was, by invitation of the members, before the 
Legislature of the latter State; besides which, he 
has made several short addresses on the subject 
where there was no opportunity for a regular dis- 
course. His report mentions several instances of a 
change of opinion as aresult of his labors on the part 
of prominent persons. 

One map said, ‘I gave three sons to the Rebellion, 
and would have given six more had I had them— 
but you are right—your arguments are unanswer- 
able.”’ A minister in Goldsboro’, N. C., said, ‘‘I 
raised a compiny for the Confederite Army, but 
now I see it all in a different light; that it was ali 











ments to inform themselves further on the subject 
of Peace. 

Jacob 8. Willets of Vineland, New Jersey, has 
been operating for a few months past in that State. 
He has called upon the ministers at the following 
places and made a personal appeal to them on the 
subject of Peace, and also supp'ied them with docu- 
ments, viz.: Vineland, Millville, Clayton, Glass- 
boro, Woodbury, Haddonfield, Camden, Burlington, 
Mount Holly, Moorestown, Bordentown, Hightstown 
and Long Branch. In these visits he bas called on 
sixteen Methodist ministers, seventeen Baptist, 
eleven Presbyterian and six Episcopal ministers, 
and has supplied through the mail one hundred and 
sixty-two ministers with Peace documents. His re- 
port mentions several interesting and encouraging 
incidents in connection with this work. We have 
thus briefly sketched the leading features of the 
work in which we have been engaged. 

The standing committers of most of the Yearly 
Meetings in the organization have been more or less 
actively engaged in the work within their own lim- 
its. It would occupy too much space in this report 
to give the details of their work. They will report 
to their respective Yearly Meetings. 

Never before perhaps in the history of the world 
have there been so many appliances at work to en- 
lighten and change public opinion on the erimin# lity 
and destructiveness of war, as at the present time. 
The question of disarmament is claiming the serious 
attention of nearly all the governments of Europe. 
What may be the final result of this stir among the 
European Powers it is impossible to say. One 
thing seems certain, however— Peace has nothing to 
fear from such agitation, while war has everything 
to dread from exposure. The public mind was per- 
baps never so susceptible of enlightenment on the 
subject of Peace as now. It is therefore very im- 
portant that the friends of Peace should be actively 
at work, to keep this question prominently before 
the public, and help to hasten the day seen by the 
Prophet—when ‘ Nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation; neither shall they learn war any 
more.”’ 


We propose that the Yearly Meetings caise the 
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sum of five thousand dollars, the same as last year, 
to evable the Association to prosecute the work. 
On behalf of the Association, 
Danigt Hitt, Secretary. 

New Vienna, O, 5th mo, 20, 1870. 

The Quarterly Meetings reported contri- 
butions for the Freedmen amounting to 
$3,702.24, and the Treasurer reported re- 
ceipts from other sources for the same object 
of 8,999.35. 

Subscriptions having been pledged Jast 
year for 118 libraries for the Freedmen, 
$1622.35 had been received on this account, 
and $1475.85 paid out, leaving an unexpended 
balance of $146.50. Ten subscriptions of $15 
each yet remain unpaid. In additions to 
these subscriptions in money, over three hun- 
dred books had been presented, among which 
were 50 copies of the instructive Memoir of 
EB. T. King, 100 Power ef Religion, &e. 
Ninety one libraries (8966 volumes) had been 
sent out, also ten sets of outline maps to the 
schools in Virginia. These have all been 
gratefully received, and expressions returned 
of the gratitude of the recipients. 

It appears that there are in New York 
Yearly Meeting 868 families, 2991 members, 
and 440 children of suitable age to attend 
school. 

An interesting memorial of the late Sarah 
Gough was adopted. 

The time of holding Scrpro QUARTERLY 
MEETING in the spring, was changed to the 
last Fourthday in Fourth month. (Those 
having books of meetings will notice this change, 
and the following.) In consequence of the re- 
moval of Joshua Bull, Farnham Monthly 
Meeting, (Ferrisburg Quarter,) has appointed 
Levi Knowles Correspondent. Address, East 
Farnham, Province of Quebec, Canada, 

Various public meetings were held, and it 
is believed that the testimony of Truth was 
exalted before the people. 

a 
DIED. 

OVERMAN.—On the 26th of Fourth month, 1870, 
in Jonesboro, Ind., Lydia, wife of Ellis Overman, in 
her 35th year; a member of Pipe Greek Monthly 
Meeting. And on the 14th of Fifth month,, her 
daughter Mary Jane Overman, aged about 18 mos. 

JAME3.—On the 6th of Fourth month, 1870, of 
inflammation of the lungs, Sarah James, a member 
of the Southern District Monthly Meeting of Phila- 
delphia. ‘Gentle, loving, intelligent, the child of 
Christian pareuts, she exhibited the power of the 
indwelling Spirit to sustain the child of God in the 
midst of many afflictions and sore bodily distresses, 
which were her portion in later years. Having 
‘‘endured to the end, steadfast in faith,’’ she fell 
calmly asleep in Jesus, at the age of 71. 

CARSON.—On the 26th of Third month, 1870, in 
his 3lst year, Jacob Carson; a member of Beeck 
Grove Monthly Meeting, Ind. He was favored with 
a lively hope of a glorious immortality, through the 
love and mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

BENBOW.—At the residence of her son-in-law 
Uriah Jessup, on the 4th of Third mo., 1870, Miriam, 


widow of David Benbow, and daughter of the late 
James and Rachel Mendenhall, in the 71st year of 
her age; a member of Bangor Mo. Meeting, Iowa. 
It was the daily concern of this dear Friend to be 
found walking in the Lord’s holy preserving fear, 
evineing by her quiet and meek spirit, and circum- 
spect life, instructive example to those around her. 
During a long and lingering i'Iness, she viewed with 
calmness her approaching end, placing her trust and 
faith solely in the blessed Saviour, and realizing the 
assurance, ‘‘Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on Thee, because He trusteth 
in Thee.” 

TUTTLE,—At Dover, N. H., on the 6th of Second 
month, 1870. Sarah H. Tuttle, aged 77 years; @ 
member of Dover Monthly Meeting: leaving evi- 
dence that she was prepared for a place among the 
‘* many mausions,’’ where the weary soul is forever 
at rest. 

SIMONDS.—At his residence near West Branch, 
Cedar Co., Iowa, on the 8th of Sixth month, 1870, 
in the 35th year of his age, Wm. A. G. Simonds, 
son of the late George W. A. and Sarah Simonds, of 
Leeds, Yorkshire, Eng., and a member of Spring- 
dale Monthly Meeting. 

ROBERTS.—On the 27th of Third month, 1870, 
at her residence in Clintondale, N. Y., Sarah E., 
widow of Jacob C. Roberts, aged 65 years; a beloved 
member and minister of Marlborough Monthly Meet- 
ing. Though the call was sudden, yet she was 
found watching, and through faith in the Saviour 
was enabled to triumph over the last enemy. 

HEATON.—On the 22d of Fourth mo., 1870, at 
his home in Clintondale, N. Y., Jacob Heaton, aged 
7l years; a valued member and Elder of Marl- 
borough Monthly Meeting. He had of late while in 
health often expressed that his work was nearly 
done, and that his faith in the merits of his Saviour 
was unabated. Thus he was found waiting with his 
lamp trimmed and burning, and we trast was pre- 
pared to enter into rest. He was a faithful, upright 
man, and a pillar in the church. [He was brother 
of Sarah Gough and Samuel Heaton, whose deaths 
have been eo recently recorded. ] 

HEATON.—On the 30th of Fifth month, 1870, at 
the residence of her son Daniel L. Heaton, at Ohio- 
ville, N.Y., Phebe Heaton, an Elder, widow of Adna 
Heaton, aged 81 years; a member of Plattekill Mo. 
Meeting. She was much beloved for her self-sacri- 
ficing devotion to the good of others, especially the 
poor and afflicted, and her loss will be felt by these, 
as well as by her relatives and friends. She had of 
late increasingly realized that the time of her depar- 
ture was not far distant, and seemed to be loosen- 
ing her hold on earthly things, and preparing for a 
better inheritance ; verifying in her experience this 
promise, ‘‘The work of righteousness shall be peace, 
and the effect of righteousness, quietness and as- 
surance forever.’’ 


CORRESPON DEN 


Wivona, Ono, 6th mo. 9, 1570. 
Dear friend W. J. Allinson,—Allow me to 
call thy attention to an error on page 645, 
current velume of the Peview, resulting, it 
may be, from a trick of the types, or perhaps 
from an oversight in the author, In that most 
sublime selection from “ Ecce Coelum,” it is 
said, in speaking of the size of the sun, “ Its 
astonishing orb would nearly fill the whole 
lunar orbit.” Now this assertion, startling as 
it is, falls far, far below the actual truth. 


CE... 
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In Sir John Herschell’s “ Outlines of As- | 
tronomy,” Art. 403, it is said “the globe of 
the sun would nearly twice include the whole 
orbit of the moon.” Let us try figures. The 
diameter of the sun is not less than 882,000 
miles. The distance of the moon’s centre 
from that of the’earth never much exceeds 
240,000 miles. Hence the extreme diameter 
of her orbit is less than 480,000 miles; but| 
half the diameter of the sun. Thus it ap-| 
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tudes of life they can discern their Father's 
hand, and accept His chastening as the dis- 
cipline of love. Looking unto Jesus, they 
run the race with patience, assured that the 
path of duty is still the path of comfort and 
of joy. 

From year to year we are reminded how 
few are the hours ere the night cometh. The 
young, and those in the primeof their strength, 
as well as the aged, pass away; and every 





pears that were the sun a hollow shell, and | day is shortening the brief period of our own 
the earth placed in its centre, there would be| probation and service. How appropriate, 
ample room for the moon to walk her mages-| then, is the language, “ Occupy till I come ;” 
tic round in all her glory, while the immense|“ Let your loins be girded about, and your 
concave would swell above and beyond, like| lights burning, and ye yourselves like unto 


the present vault of heaven. Were this shell | 
pierced with small openings, corresponding in 
position to our stars, so as to admit the light 
of the sun’s fiery atmosphere, our unassisted 
sight could probably detect no difference, save | 
in the color of the sky, between that mighty 
dome and the sublime canopy that in every 
clear night overarches this enormous world. 

How absolutely relative are all our ideas 
of vastness! “The sun is but a spark of fire” 
that glows for a few hours in the heavens, 
then sinks from view, while other suns innu- 
merable reveal their tiny sparkles, which sci- 
ence tells us are but the glimmerings of dis- 
tant days. This mighty globe, to our crude 
conceptions the very paragon of magnitude, 
seems to be the abode of Greatness itself; 
while the moon, in all her brightness and 
beauty, sways and swings through space with 
a freedom that to us appears an utter inde- 
pendence of restraint. But Science dispels 
the illusion, and reveals to us the wondrous 
fact that this world dwindles to a point in 
comparison with other bodies of the universe ; 
and that we, weak, proud creatures that we} 
are, if we were cooped up, with all our boast- 
ed world and its attendant moon, in the nar- 
row orb of yon little sun, could even then de- 
tect no difference between the swelling con- 
fines of that prison-house, and all the ampli- 
tude of unlimited and illimitable space. What 
& puny thing is man! Truly “the heavens | 
declare the glory of God.” 

Thy sincere friend, 
CHARLES WILLIAMS. 





senate: 
The Episile from the Yearly Meeting, held in 
London, by adjournments from the 18th of 
the Fifth month to the 27th of the same, in- 
elusive, 1870. 
To the Quarterly and other Meetings of Friends in 
Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 
Dear Friends,—In renewing our annual 
salutation, we would bid the faithful every- 
where be of good cheer. The Lord taketh 


pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that 
hepe in His mercy. Blessed are they who 
are at peace with God. 


In all the vicissi- 


men that wait for their Lord.” 

Our hearts turn with Christian solicitude 
towards those who may be in a state of un- 
concern, overtaken by the spirit of slumber ; 
or who, absorbed by the dreams of worldli- 
ness or pleasure, are not awake to righteous- 
ness. How long will ye thus sleep, whilst 
drifting to eternity? Arise at the voice of 
Him who may summon you to your account 
at any moment, and who now pleads in mercy, 
“Seek ye me and ye shall live.” 

If we would be Christians, the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the one foundation on which we 
must build. This is He of whom the Serip- 
tures of the Prophets testified, both as the 
suffering Redeemer, who was wounded for the 
transgressions and who bore the sin of the 
people; and as the mighty God, the Prince 
of Peace, the Lord our righteousness. He 
came in the fulness of the appointed time. 
Born of a virgin, He, “the Word, was made 
flesh.” As “the man of sorrows,” He wept, 
He suffered, He died. Holy, harmless, un- 
defiled, He is to us the perfect example of all 
righteousness. His blood cleanseth from all 
sin. He liveth who was dead; and behold, 
He is alive for evermore; exalted as a Prince, 
and a Saviour, our one Mediator and Advo- 
cate with the Father. The Holy Scriptures 
of the Oid and New Testament are the au- 
thentic record of the revealed will of God, 
and of the purposes of His grace towards 
fallen man. They are they which testify of 
Jesus. With our predecessors, we accept this 
blessed testimony. Our faith and hope, for 
time and for eternity, rest upon Him, whose 
life and miracles, death, resurrection and as- 
cenzion are therein recorded. *‘ To Him be 
glory and dominion foreyer and ever. Amen.” 

It is as the Gospel of the grace of God is 
received in faith, that it works to the saving 
of the soul; and this faith can only be 
wrought through the quickening operation of 
the Spirit of God. This work of the Spirit 
leads to a deeper knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified, and toa more reverent 
subjection to His work and reign. Practical 
religion is no occasional impulse, but the en- 
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joyment of a new life. 
our daily walk. It is especially important 
that it should influence those actions which 
from frequent repetition become habits. Live 
then, dear Friends, under the government of 
Christ, and thus prove for yourselves, in a 
course of daily dedication, the privilege and 
joy of a close and steadfast walk with God. 

Can such a walk be without brotherly 
love? High is the standard set before us in 
relation to this duty. Christ died for us 
when we were enemies: He has followed us 
by His Spirit in our many wanderings: He 
has borne with us in long-suffering pity : and 
if we hope to be forgiven, we must also for- 
give one another. He who yields to a sus- 
picious and unforgiving spirit is led on to 
imagine things against his brother that are 
exaggerated, or even false. But love suffer- 
eth long and is kind. It beareth all things ; 
it hopeth all things ; it is not easily provoked ; 
it thinketh no evil. The Christian must 
cherish this Christ-like disposition, and, lay- 
ing aside all hard thoughts and all evil speak- 
ings, must seek, day by day, to be clothed 
with meekness, putting on charity as “ the 
bond of perfectness.” 

Love to Christ is the only sure antidote to 
the love of the world. Let us not cease to 
pray that our love to Him may be made per- 
fect. Some of our dear friends are entrusted 
May they seek for 


with large possessions. 
large supplies of grace, and of heavenly wis- 


dom. Leave it not to your successors to dis- 
tribute that which you ought to dispense 
yourselves. Exercise your stewardship with 
a wise and Christian liberality. We would 
also tenderly caution all, against embarking 
in schemes beyond their means, in the hope 
of securing large gains. Happy are they 
who, abiding in the counsel of their Father 
in Heaven, are kept in Christian moderation. 
The exhortation and the promise are alike 
— “ Be content with such things as ye 

ave, for He hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.” 

We rejoice in believing that not a few 
among us feel that their duties towards those 
whom they employ are not limited to the 
payment of wages, or attention to their out- 
ward wants. We desire that Friends may 
be encouraged to.exercise a religious influence 
over them ; and, as far as practicable, to ar- 
range opportunities for their Christian in- 
struction. 

In entering into sympathy with our mem- 
bers in small meetings, we have longed that, 
through faith in Him who is “the Way,” 
they may enjoy all that is comprehended in 
the privilege of drawing nigh to God in rev- 
erential stillness. May all be stirred up to a 
holy earnestness, to labor, not only for their 
own spiritual welfare, but also for the salva- 
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It must show itself in|tion of their fellow-members, and for the 


building up of each other in the faith and 
hope of the Gospel. The benefit of our 
religious meetings largely depends upon 
the prevalence of a worshipping spirit; 
and in this each has a place and share. The 
silent confession of sin; the sigh of the con- 
trite; the unspoken prayer, or breathing of 
praise; the exercise of the younger or the 
older disciple entering into, or renewing a 
covenant with God; the wrestling for the 
blessing upon ourselves or upon others; are 
all parts of the worship commanded and 
blessed by our King and Saviour. And 
where the Church is in a healthy state, our 
spiritual travail will extend beyond our own 
borders. ‘ Herein,” said our Holy Redeem- 
er, “ is my Fatherglorified, that ye bear much 
fruit.” 

We mark with comfort the evidences of the 
work of the Lord upon the hearts of so many 
of our dear younger and other friends, in- 
clining them to diligence in His service. The 
work in First-day schools, and in cottage and 
other meetings for the poor, whether in the 
metropolis, in large cities and towns, or in 
agricultural districts, presents much to awak- 
en encouragement and hope. We believe 
that the Lord of the harvest marks the ef- 
forts of the humble, patient Jaborers with an 
approving eye. May all remember that the 
work is not theirs, but His. As it is per- 
formed in dependance on Him for strength 
and guidance, His blessing will be known. 
And let not labor, even of this description, 
in anywise interfere with communion with 
God, so essential to the growth and maturing 
of the fruits of the Spirit. 

The spiritual health of the Christian de- 
pends on the maintenance of a union with 
Christ. Watch! dear friends, we entreat you, 
that neither the engagements of business, nor 
any other cares or pursuits of earth, may de- 
prive you of the precious moments allotted to 
retirement, or to the private perusal of Holy 
Scripture, with meditation and prayer. 

Friends who are heads of families have 
been tenderly exhorted, in the course of this 
meeting, to have their minds so stayed in 
faith and love, that the reading of the Scrip- 
tures in their households may be conducted 
in a deliberate and solemn manner, and not 
degenerate into a formal observance, but be 
made the occasion in which families may 
reverently wait upon our Heavenly Father ; 
and in which the voice of prayer or praise 
may ascend, or the word of counsel freely 
flow. 

In contemplating the ravages, moral as well 
as physical, consequent upon the drinking cus- 
toms of our country, we have been introduced 
into deep religious concern. We attempt 
not to define the limits of individual duty ; 
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but we desire that all our members may be 
willing, in the fear of the Lord, to take a 
calm view of this great subject. Our position 
as a Church, and as individuals, is not with- 
out influence. In looking at the vast extent 
of sin, wretchedness acd woe which attend the 
indulgence in this national habit, we would 
affectionately urge upon Friends everywhere, 
prayerfully to consider whether anything in 
their conduct gives countenance to it, or 
whether they are doing all that is required of 
them to counteract it. It is alike the duty 
and the privilege of the Christian to deny 
himself for the sake of the fallen or the weak. 
“ Hereby,” saith the Apostle, “ perceive we 
the love of God, because He laid down His 
life for us: and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren.” If this he true of 
our /*ves, how much more in the giving up of 
anything in our conduct whereby our brother 
may stumble, or be offended, or made weak. 

Epistles have been read in usual course 
from our dear Friends in Ireland, and from 
nine of the Yearly Meetings on the American 
Continent. We gratefully accept these evi- 
dences of brotherly love. Several of the 
Western Yearly Meetings inform us of con- 
siderable accession to their numbers, in some 
places, on the ground of convincement. We| 
desire that they who have been thus united 
to them, may, in subjection to the teaching 
of the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, abide 
in humility and grow in Christian experi- 
ence. 

The welfare of the Freedmen in the United 
States is an object still near to our hearts, 
and we observe, with satisfaction, the various 
means employed to promote their social, mor- 
al and religious advancement. We rejoice 
that, by an amendment of the Constitution, 
this long-injured people have at length been 
invested with the rights of citizenship. We 
learn with much interest that the Govern- 
ment of the United States has, to some extent, 
invited the aid of Friends in America, in the 
promotion of fixed amicable relations with 
the now scattered and diminishing remnant 
of the Indian tribes, the ancient possessors of 
the soil. We feel for our dear Friends, in 
the very responsible duties to which they are 
thus called. It takes time to uplift nations, 
degraded and oppressed for centuries; and | 
we desire to pour forth our prayer to the 
Great Father of all, that as He has been 
pleased to turn the hearts of the rulers to 
thoughts of justice and of mercy, He may 
grant toour brethren on that continent, and 
especially to those who have given themselves 
up to this arduous service, wisdom and grace 
adequate to the emergency. 

In entering upon the solemn engagement of 
this meeting, many of our hearts were brought 
under a deep sense of our own weakness, and 


REVIEW. 719 


of the dependance of the Church upon Christ 
alone. The prayer ascended to the Father 
of mercies that he would condescend to bless 
us, and todo us good. We desire to ac- 
knowledge the renewed evidences of His faith- 
fulness and love. Notwithstanding our many 
infirmities, He hath been mindful of us. May 
we be so gathered unto the Lord Jesus, stab- 
lished, strengthened, settled, that, whether as 
individuals or as congregations, in every re- 
maining service and through every trial, our 
hearts may be open to the gracious assurance, 


“Lo, lam with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” 
Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting, 
JosepH Storrs Fry, 
Clerk to the Meeting this year. 
LEAD, KINDLY LIGHT. 
Lead, kindly Light, amid th’ encircling gloom, 
Lead Thou me on; 
The night is dark, and I am far from home ; 
Lead Thou me on; 
Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see 
‘The distant scene; one step enough for me. 


I was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou 
Shouldst lead me on; 

I loved to choose and see my path; but now 
Lead Thou me on! 

I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 

Pride ruled my will. Remember not past years! 

So long Thy Power has blest me, sure it still 
Will lead me on, 

O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till 
The vight is gone, 

And with the morn those angel faces smi'e 

Which I have loved long since, and lost awhile! 

— Newman. 


Quarterly Meetings in Seventh month, 1870. 
(Copied from New York Pocket Almanac.) 
7th mo. 2d, Honey Creek, Iowa Y. M. 

- ** Ash Grove, Western 
6th, Farmington, New York Y. M. 
7th, Sandwich, New England Y. M. 

16th, Contentnea, North Carolina Y. M. 
‘© Deep River, " 

Honey Creek, Western, 

2ist, Cornwall, New York 

24d, Sand Creek, Western 

27th, Westbury, New York 
‘* Adrian, Ubio 

30th, Winuesheik, Iowa 


——— 
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INDIAN AGENTS WANTED. 

There is immediate need of the services of some 
additional Friends as U. 8. Inpian acentsin the 
Central Superintendency. Earnest Christian men, 
whose administrative talent has been proven in 
suceessfal business life, are wanted—especially 
such as are religiously drawn to participate in the 
work of Christian civilization committed to Friends. 

They should communicate without unnecessary 
delay with their respective Yearly Meetings’ mem- 
bers of the Assoc. Exec. Committee. 

J. B. Garrett. 


‘ auntie . 
SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreion Inrecuicence.—Advices from Europe are 
to the 27th inst. 


Great Bairais.—The House of Commons was 
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still considering the education bil! in committee: 
An amendment favoring purely secular teaching, 
by striking out the grauts for denominational 
schools, was rejected, 60 yeas to 421 nays. A mem- 
ber had previously announced that in case of the 
adoption of that amendment, he would urge that 
provision be made for the construction of double 
school buildings, one part for the secular and the 
other for religious teaching. Ono the 21st, a mem- 
ber moved for leave to bring in a bill relieving bish- 
ops from attendance in Parliament, but Gladstone 
opposed the motion, and it was lost by a majority 
of 56. The House of Lords continued the disens- 
sion of the Irish land bill in committee, adopting 
some amendments, among them one altering the 
scale of compensation to be aliowed to an evicted 
tenant, in the absence of local customs. On the 
night of the 20th, Earl Russell moved that a com- 
mission be appuiuted to iuquire into the means by 
which the union between Kngland and her colonies 
may be perpetuated, but no action was taken on 
the motion. 


On the 23d a banquet was givenin London to 
celebrate the completiou of the sabmarine telegraph 
from Falmouth, Eng., via Gibraltar, to Malta, where 
it counects with previously laid cables along the 
Mediterranean, and thus with the live from Suez to 
Bombay. The viceroy of India sent cougratulatory 
messages, and also one tu the President of the 
United States, expressing the wish that the comple- 
tion of this long line of uninterrupted communi- 
cation may be the emblem of lasting union be- 
tweeu the Kastern and Western worlds. A friendly 
answer was returoed under the same date. Mes- 
sages were exchanged also between the Prince of 
Wales and President Graut; aud one was sent by 
Cyrus W. Field from Washington, in which the 
hope was expressed that withiu a year the cables 
from India to Australia and China will be success- 
fully laic, and that in 1572 one will connect Cali- 
fornia with the Sandwich Islands, Japan and China, 
thus completing telegraphic communication around 
the worid. 

The Karl of Clarendon, Secretary of State for For- 
eign Affairs, died on the 20th, with a very short ill- 
hess, at the age of 70. 


InELAND.—Serious riots occurred in Cork on the 
22d, originating among the tailors. Certain masters 
having hired German workmen and displaced Irish 
ones, meetings of Irish tailors were held to protest 
against the proceeding, and a strike was resolved 
upon. The stiikers not only stopped work, but at- 
tacked several shops, some of which were damaged 
and others sacked. Barricades were erected in the 
streets, and obstinately defended, but were cap- 
tured by cavalry, aud the disturbances were quelled 
by the police and military, but they were renewed on 
the 25th. The riots broke out again on the 26th, when 
several houses were assailed, but quiet was soon 
restored. ‘The next day, the ‘‘ strike’? extended to 
other branches of labor besides that of the tailors, 
workmen in all departments leaving or threatening 
to leave work, some even of the women staying at 
home and newsboys refusing to sell papers. No 
further violence was reported up to the 2oth. 


Fraxce.—The princes of the family of Orleans 
bave addressed a tetter to the deputies of the Legis- 
lative body, on the occasion of a motion made in 
that body to revoke the decree which banished the 
princes of both lines of the Bourbons, in which they 
demanded as a right permission to reside iv France 
if they desire to do so; declaring that they have al- 
ways protested agaiust the law which exiled them, 
and now revew their protest. The Council of Min- 


isters is said to have pronounced against granting 
the permission desired. 

The extent of damage to the crops caused by 
drought cannot yet be correctly estimated. The 
accounts from the provinces are contradictory. In 
the Legislative Body, on the 24th, the Minister of 
Agricaltare and Commerce said, in reply to a ques- 
tion, that notwithstanding the drought, the govern- 
ment had satisfactory reporta of the crops, and that 
no precaution or provision bad been neglected to 
guard against a famine. The water of the Seine at 
Paris was so low that grass was growing at the foot 
of the quay walls. 

Spain.—The Cortes, on the 231, adjourned to 
Tenth month next. Basfore adjournment, it passed 
a bill for the gradual abolition of slavery in the 
Spanish colonies, differing in some respects from the 
original project presented by the Minister for the 
Colonies. All slaves over 60, instead of 65, years, 
are to be immediately liberated. The guardianship 
held by former masters over slaves born since 1868, 
ceases on proof of abuse or castigation on the part 
of the master, or upon the marriage of the slave. 
Children under 14 years old are to go with their 
mothers. Married couples must not be separated, 
and punishment by the lash is absolutely prohibited. 
Provision will be made by supplementary legisla- 
tion, for such cases as may neither be met by this 
bill nor left to the discretion of the government. 


Conoress.—The Senate passed a bill declaring 
the proposed bridge over the Delaware at Philadel- 
ph:a, a post route; one authorizing the appropria- 
tion made in 1856 for the survey of the Isthmus of 
Darien to be expended under the direction of the 
War or Navy Depirtment, at the discretion of the 
President ; adopted an amendment to the Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad bill, declaring that neither the 
original nor the present land grant shall apply to 
lands within the Indian Territory, and requiring 
fall compensation to be made for lands taken from 
the Indians for depots, &c. ; and etruck out of the 
tax and turiff bill the sections containing the income 
tax. The bill was still under consideration oa the 
29th. The Committee on Foreign Relations reported 
resolutions, as a substitute for those passed last 
week by the House, on the Cuban question, de- 
claring the sympathy of the American people for 
those in Cuba who are struggling for independence, 
and with the people of Spain in their efforts for 
liberal institutions, and calling on the latter to rec- 
ognize the right of the Cubans to govern them- 
selves ; protesting against the barbarities in Cuba, 
by whichever party practiced ; asking that slavery 
shall cease in that island; and affirming that the 
day of European colonies in this hemisphere bas 
passed, They had not been acted upon on the 25th, 

The House passed bills as follows: to authorize 
the construction of a bridge over the Missouri at 
Omaha; to pay pensioners whose pensions were 
withheld in 1865 and 1866 on account of their being 
in the civil service, the amouat so withheld; to 
re-orgaviza the marive hospital service, and provide 
relief for sick and disabled seamen ; and a resolu- 
tion directiug the Committee of Ways and Means 
to report a bill reducing the duties on salt 50 per 
cent., which the coinmittee reported accordingly. 
The Committee on Reconstruction offered a substi- 
tute for the Seuate amendment to the Georgia bill, 
said substitute being substantially the same as the 
bills for Virginia, Mississippi, and Texas. A sub- 
stitute offered by Dawes of Mass., recognizing the 
fact that Georgia had ratified the constitutional 
amendments, was entitled to representation, was 
authorized to organize militia for ber defence, was 
adopted on the 24th, without a division. 





